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Pinellas CTST – December 2, 2021 

Meeting started at 10:02 am 

• Welcome and introductions were given.   

• November minutes were approved. 

 

Enforcement:  

Ofc. Steffek (SPPD): Said there have been lots of crashes and fatalities recently. 

Ofc. Hollingsworth (TSPD): Said he’s seeing increased numbers as well. 

Ofc. Hevel (PPPD): Said they’ve been very busy.  

Lt. Nagal (SPPD): Discussed a manslaughter incident and spoke about giving out many citations 

on I-275 between Gandy and Roosevelt, during an 8-hour period. 

Giles and Dpt. Miller (PCSO): Stated it has been very busy. Discussed three fatalities that 

occurred last week (motorcycle/pedestrian/vehicle). They have had an increase in pedestrian 

fatalities; YTD for Pinellas County is 22.  Discussion followed. 

 

Engineering and Bike/Pedestrian:  

Mike Frederick (COSP): Said that people are complaining; residents are frustrated. There is lots 

of speeding occuring and poor driving habits. Discussion followed regarding ebikes/scooters 

and crashes.  There is a lot of frustration. Discussion followed. 

 

Education: 

Lt. Nagal (SPPD): Said she is working on the HVE enforcement application. They continue to 

educate throughout the City. 

Joe Camera (PCS): Stated he is receiving a lot of complaints by residents regarding school buses. 

Julie (CUTR): She continues to do on-street education and is currently working on the high crash 

corridors. They will start geofencing again on the Courtney Campbell Causeway which will run 

through the holiday season. There will be safety messages and the ability to do another survey. 

Last time they geofenced this area there were over 4,000 surveys taken; it was very successful.  
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Mike (FDOT): They are starting to geofence the Gateway project (118th Avenue/Roosevelt 

Boulevard) with safety messages and the ability to take a survey.  Mike asked for law 

enforcement to assist. This will run through the holiday season.  

Jockers (SPPD): Brought up to the group about needing additional signage on Roosevelt 

Boulevard.  Mike stated he would get with the PM on this. Discussion followed.  The yield sign 

on SB 275 was removed. There have been two fatalities in this location.  Mike and George 

stated they would look into this.  (This will be added to the problem location sheet.) 

Sandra (FP): Stated that if anyone had any educational social media posts, they could share the 

posts on their website. Discussion followed. 

Molly (City of Dunedin): She mentioned the Skinner Boulevard/Pinellas Trail crossing. Mike Zinn 
read aloud Secretary Gwynn’s response (below). The group discussed utilizing variable 
messaging boards with educational messages and other potential measures to slow down the 
traffic at this location. Sandra asked Molly to send her the information.  (This will be added to 
the problem location sheet.) 

• FDOT District 7 Secretary David Gwynn, PE, presented recommendations to the City of 
Dunedin Commission for a short-term plan addressing safety concerns at the intersection 
of Skinner Boulevard (580) and the Pinellas Trail at the December 14 work session. 
Secretary Gwynn cited an increase in vehicle collisions with bicyclists and pedestrians at 
the Pinellas Trail/Skinner Boulevard Crossing during the past couple years. There have 
been seven incidents in 2020 and five to date in 2021, including a recent pedestrian 
fatality in November. The short-term solution proposed by FDOT includes installation of a 
midblock pedestrian signal at the intersection of Skinner Boulevard and the Pinellas Trail. 
"There has been a lot of work looking at this crossing," said Secretary Gwynn. "We have a 
Complete Streets solution which includes two roundabouts and traffic calming elements 
as the long-term recommendation which will take two-three years to complete." 
Secretary Gwynn said after thorough study FDOT believes the best solution is the 
installation of a temporary traffic signal which requires cyclists to stop. Drivers will face a 
red traffic signal while Trail users will activate the signal with a push-button. "One of the 
challenges we will see is that cyclists will have to wait for the walk signal to come up - 
which is part of the green, red, yellow sequence," added Gwynn. Secretary Gwynn said 
they are also planning on putting warning devices for pedestrians and bicyclists on the 
Trail and will continue public safety education and outreach efforts with Pinellas County, 
Forward Pinellas and City of Dunedin. Construction will be completed by Pinellas County 
in the next three to four months. Commission Adopts Pinellas Safe Streets Plan The 
Dunedin City Commission also adopted the Safe Streets Pinellas Action Plan committing to 
a goal of zero deaths and serious injuries in Pinellas County by 2045. "This Action Plan is 
an important step to change how we approach safety and planning in our city" says City of 
Dunedin Mayor Julie Ward Bujalski. "No one should be killed on our roadways. No loss of 
life is acceptable regardless of how people travel. Now is the time for each of us to do our 
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part to guarantee that everyone can travel safely. Dunedin is working with Forward 
Pinellas to develop a safety strategy through collision assessment, identifying a high injury 
network where crashes occur repeatedly, and deploying countermeasures to make the 
roadways safer. The Forward Pinellas Board adopted the Safe Streets Action Plan in March 
2021 and is actively seeking support from other agencies on committing to zero deaths 
and serious injuries by 2045 and supporting the Safe Streets Pinellas Action Plan, a Vision 
Zero effort. Forward Pinellas will also be forming the Safe Streets Pinellas Working Group 
later this year to provide guidance from a range of community partners.  

 

Old Business:  

Problem Locations: 

1. US 19 / 298/297: Deputy Miller stated there is a new traffic pattern which has resulted 

in less violators, except during rush hour. 

2. US 19 / E. Lime St.: No update. 

3. School Zones - Tampa Road, 19th Street: Deputy Miller stated that this school zone is 

the worst. He clocked someone traveling 53 MPH in a 15 MPH zone.  Mike Zinn stated 

he can purchase safety equipment; he needs an email explaining the issues and 

justifications.  Discussion followed. 

4. Passing School Buses: Joe said that he sent information to the supervisors with 

instructions for all the drivers.  Discussion followed. 

5. Missing Yield Signage on SB 275 at Roosevelt Boulevard: Officer Jockers brought up to 

the group about needing additional signage on Roosevelt Boulevard.  Mike stated he 

would get with the Project Manger on this. The yield sign on SB 275 was removed. There 

have been two fatalities in this location. Mike and George stated they would look into 

this.  Discussion followed.   

6. Skinner Boulevard / Pinellas Trail: She mentioned the Skinner Boulevard/Pinellas Trail 

Crossing. Mike read aloud Secretary Gwynn’s response to the short-term safety 

improvements, which included installing a temporary traffic signal which requires 

cyclists to stop. The group discussed utilizing variable messaging boards with 

educational messages and other potential measures to slow down the traffic at this 

location. Sandra asked Molly to send her the information. 

7. Light at Tarpon Mall: Officer Hollingsworth brought up to the group the light at the 

Tarpon Mall. There have been many bad crashes and fatalities at this location. There are 

no designated turn arrows. 

Deputy Miller (PCSO): Said that they were awarded the Speed and HVE grant to combat speed 

and aggressive driving and pedestrian safety.  They’ve experienced an uptick in crashes over the 

month of November. 
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Mike F. (COSP): Residents are upset that they are losing a lane to the SunRunner.  

Janice (LEL): Discussed the Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over campaign, as well as a Level 1 

bicycle/pedestrian course. She also stated it was concept paper writing season.  Mike said that 

on the CTST website there is information to assist with grants/concept papers. They are both 

available to assist. 

Sandra (Forward Pinellas): Discussed the Fatal Map. There was an increase of 12 fatal crashes 

for November and 132 fatal crashes YTD (totals of 53 pedestrians, 14 bicyclists, 24 

motorcyclists, 41 vehicles). Last year at this time, there were 94 fatal crashes, 100 fatalities, 28 

pedestrians, 9 bicyclists, 18 motorcyclists, 41 vehicles, and 4 other. Discussion followed. The 

group discussed scooter statistics and possibly trying to track this information.   

Mahshid (American Quality Consultants) (Melissa read her email to the group in her absence): 

She is working with Bill Riha on material requests, with cities and counties on their new 

applications for the new fiscal year. Awaiting applications from Pinellas County. Also working on 

identifying and implementing LPIs in Pinellas and Hillsborough Counties with a goal of 

implementing LPIs at 500 intersections by end of December. Many thanks to Pinellas County. 

Pinellas County has already worked with FDOT to implement LPIs in more than 150 

intersections.  She is always available to lend a hand in preparing HSIP and SRTS applications. 

Please let her know if you need any information or if you are working on a new 

SRTS application.  

 

New Business:  

Sandra also mentioned she sent out the high crash intersections excel to everyone. 

Deputy Miller (PCSO): They are hosting multi-agency DUI Wolfpack on Saturday, December 

18th. Mark Eastty was not at the CTST meeting because he was attending the Florida Impaired 

Driving Coalition (FIDC) meeting. The DUI Unit is attending MADD’s Candle Light Vigil in Tampa 

tonight (December 2nd).  Mark Eastty will be attending the Gateway Project on December 14th. 

They were awarded the DUI grant to put more deputies on patrol arresting impaired drivers. 

They will be working Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over campaign and will have numerous deputies 

out on New Year’s Eve for DUI enforcement. 

George E. (TO): Stated that Janice has all kinds of information on grants and can assist with 

concept paper writing.  There is approximately $25 million in funds for work zone enforcement 

grants.  NHTSA funds can purchase safety countermeasures. Pinellas County has the data to 

warrant receiving funds. 
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Mike Zinn (FDOT): Discussed with the group the idea of a combined CTST meeting with all four 

groups.  He mentioned this could take place during the spring and possibly somewhere in Pasco 

County as a middle ground for all the groups.  Everyone in attendance thought this was a good 

idea. 

 

 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:07 am 
 
 
Julie Bond, Joseph Camera, Molly Cord, George Edmiston, Mike Frederick, Scott Friedman, 

David Garrett, Matt Hevel, Ofc. Hollingsworth, Brandy Howard, Michael Jockers, Sandra 

Knoebel, Janice Martinez, Dpt. Miller, Lt. Terri Nagle, Scott Pierce, Melissa Shepherd, Don 

Skelton, Maury Steffek, Robert Wallace, Mike Zinn 

 



Problem Locations – December 2021 

Item Date 

Reported 

Description Staff  Last 

Update 

Date Resolved/ 

Withdrawn 

Comments 

1 8/5/2021 US 19 / 298/297 Deputy Miller, 

Deputy Pierce, 

Peter Hsu, Mike 

Zinn 

12/2/2021  Dangerous location. Peter mentioned he could assist with 

this location. This has been turned over and is under 

review. Deputy Miller said that he has been hitting this area 

a lot. They put up a sign for the new traffic pattern and it 

has helped a lot.  There is a constant amount of people 

cutting over at the last minute in rush hour. 

 

Deputy Miller stated there is a new traffic pattern 

which has resulted in less violators, except during rush 

hour.  

2 8/5/2021 US 19 / E. Lime 

Street 

Deputy Miller, 

Deputy Pierce, 

Peter Hsu, Mike 

Zinn 

9/2/2021  Dangerous location.  Peter mentioned he could assist with 

this location.  This has been turned over and is under 

review. No update.  

 

3 11/4/2021 School Zones - 

Tampa Road, 19th 

Street 

Deputy Miller 11/4/2021  Drivers are going very fast in school zones; the top speed 

he recorded was 52 MPH in a 15 MPH school zone.  He is 

requesting that a yellow stripe be placed on the poles to 

indicate the end of the school zone; people are thinking 

after the lights is the end of the school zone. Discussion 

followed.  

 

Deputy Miller stated that this school zone is the worst. 

He clocked someone traveling 53 MPH in a 15 MPH 

zone.  Mike Zinn stated he can purchase safety 

equipment; he needs an email explaining the issues and 

justifications.  Discussion followed. 

4 11/4/2021 Passing School 

Buses 

Deputy Miller, 

Joseph Camera 

11/4/2021  He and other deputies have been targeting people passing 

stopped school buses.  The buses are not activating the red 

lights which activates the stop bars, only the yellow lights 

are on. People are passing with the yellow lights on. The 

deputies can’t stop people unless the red lights are on, and 
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the stop bars are out. He asked that the bus drivers be re-

educated about this to help the situation. Discussion 

followed. Joseph Camera will be speaking to his bus 

drivers about this.  

 

Joe said that he sent information to the supervisors with 

instructions for all the drivers.  Discussion followed. 

5 12/2/2021 Missing Yield 

Signage on SB 275 

@ Roosevelt 

Boulevard  

Officer Jockers 

(SPPD) /  Mike 

Zinn, George 

Edmiston 

12/2/2021  Officer Jockers brought up to the group about needing 

additional signage on Roosevelt Boulevard.  Mike stated 

he would get with the Project Manager on this. The 

yield sign on SB 275 was removed. There have been two 

fatalities in this location.  Mike and George stated they 

would look into this.  Discussion followed.   

6 12/2/2021 Skinner Boulevard/ 

Pinellas Trail 

Crossing 

Molly Cord 

(COD) / Mike 

Zinn 

12/2/2021  Molly mentioned the Skinner Boulevard/Pinellas Trail 

Crossing. Mike read aloud Secretary Gwynn’s response 

to the short-term safety improvements, which included 

installing a temporary traffic signal which requires 

cyclists to stop. The group discussed utilizing variable 

messaging boards with educational messages and other 

potential measures to slow down the traffic at this 

location. Sandra asked Molly to send her the 

information. 

7 12/2/2021 Light at Tarpon Mall Officer 

Hollingsworth 

(COTS PD) 

12/2/2021  Officer Hollingsworth brought up to the group the light 

at the Tarpon Mall. There have been many bad crashes 

and fatalities at this location. There are no designated 

turn arrows. 


