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Pinellas CTST – June 2, 2022 

Meeting started at 10:02 am 

I. Presentation 

Welcome and Introductions 

Welcome and Introductions were given. 

Cold. Hard. Facts. Of Underage Drinking by Shaina Finkel, SADD President.  Shaina Finkel gave a 
presentation titled, “The Cold Hard Facts of Underage Drinking.” Shaina is a former high school senior from 
Wiregrass High School, and she is the president of Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD). She 
was elected president as a sophomore. She spoke about the issues teens experience on the road. She 
said that teenagers are responsible for 25% of crashes on Florida roadways and do not even make up 10% 
of licensed drivers. She presented statistics of a survey students answered at Wiregrass High School. 
Some of the statistics included: Do you know someone with a Fake ID? 46% yes -- 54% no.  Have you ever 
drunk an alcoholic beverage? 64% yes -- 36% no. Shaina said that her school was able to experiment with 
impaired vision goggles. She discussed fake ID education. She said that many stores and restaurants are 
not checking people’s license. She said kids are making destructive decisions due to parents, the power of 
advertisements, and movies kids grew up watching. She showed screenshots of videos on TikTok with the 
hashtag “Drive with Me” and showed speed and aggressive driving behavior in movies including Cars, Fast 
and Furious, etc. She said SADD is making a difference by going to safety fairs, community events, and 
having guest speakers and pledge banners. She said that teenagers and adults should have conversations 
about change. Discussion followed. 

II. General Meeting 

Approval of May Meeting Minutes 

The May meeting minutes were approved.  

III. Committee Reports 

Enforcement 

Sgt. Michael Hollis (FHP): He stated the FHP is trying to hit the FDOT initiative harder. They are 
concentrating their efforts on I-275 and US-19 on the north end between SR 580 and Curlew Road. They 
are dealing a manpower shortage. 

Lt. Terri Nagle (City of St. Petersburg PD): The DUI Wolfpack was successful. The City of St. Petersburg 
PD participated in Click it or Ticket and other enforcement efforts. They also did BUI water enforcement.  

Cassidy Perry (Pinellas Park PD): They will be participating in the Wolfpack in July. They dedicated 10 
days of details for Click It or Ticket using spotters. They are conducting high visibility enforcement on state 
roads and county roads.  
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Deputy Howard Miller (PCSO): During the DUI Wolfpack, they arrested 28 people with DUI’s, gave out 156 
tickets, and 36 criminal charges. On Memorial Day they did speed details on the Bayside Bridge with a 
helicopter and gave out 15 citations. The lowest speed recorded was 85 mph and the highest speed 
recorded was 113 mph in a 2.5-hour timeframe. Another DUI Wolfpack will be held in July.  

Mike Blickensdorf (Largo PD): Largo PD will be participating in the DUI Wolfpack in July. They participated 
in Click it or Ticket on US 19 and East Bay Drive. They made 4 arrests and gave out 12 criminal tickets.  

George Edmiston (Benesch): He stated the Enhanced Law Enforcement Engagement (ELEE) Program 
points are up and so is enforcement. Crashes are going down. Multiple agencies are participating in ELEE. 
There has been a lot of move-over enforcement and they are focusing their efforts on the Strategic 
Highway Safety Plan (SHSP). The ELEE program ends August 14th, and he appreciates everyone’s efforts. 
Deputy Howard Miller said if any law enforcement agency wants to partner and combine their efforts 
between Largo, St. Petersburg, etc., reach out to him. Discussion followed. 

Engineering and Bike/Pedestrian 

None 

Education and EMS 

Brentin Mosher (CUTR): Brentin passed around flyers pertaining to the signal cabinet art wraps. He would 
like feedback from the CTST group on them. Brentin discussed the driver’s education program. He stated 
they just reimbursed 7 drivers’ education teachers in Pinellas County. They are trying to replenish drivers’ 
education programs in schools. Brentin discussed the completed geofencing campaigns. He hopes to start 
geofencing on Park Boulevard with Forward Pinellas. 

Mike Zinn (FDOT): Mike discussed the drink tip cards and what they mean. The costs associated to driving 
under the influence can add up to $20,000. He wants feedback on which flyer is the best. Most of the group 
liked the handcuff and key fob flyer.  The group gave some feedback on what would make it better. 

Autumn Westermann (PCS): She said summer school is starting. A lot of busses are on the roads this year. 
They are spreading awareness on vehicles passing stopped school busses. There were 194 violations this 
past year. Violation fines have increased. Deputy Miller said that the fine is $371 and asked to get the 
schedule to assist. Summer school ends around June 30th.  

Brentin Mosher (CUTR): The teen traffic safety education program is ongoing. George is going to all the 
schools. The students get 2 weeks behind a wheel – this is a hands-on safety course. The program costs 
$246 in Hillsborough and $170 in Pinellas. Pinellas reopened 4 schools that didn’t have drivers education 
programs.  
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IV. Old Business 

Problem Locations 

1. US 19/298/297: There are ongoing problems with the right turn lane and vehicles hitting the 
delineators. Discussion followed.  

2. US 19/E. Lime Street - Tarpon Springs: This location is still an ongoing problem. No update. 
3. School Zones – Tampa Road and 19th Street, West of US 19: Deputy Miller currently stopped 

someone going 52 mph in the school zone. The speed limit at this location is 40 mph. The 
minimum fine speeding in a school zone is $660. Discussion followed regarding speed feedback 
signage. 

4. Passing School Busses: No update. 
5. Missing Yield Signage on SB 275 and Roosevelt Boulevard: The problems at this location were 

taken care of. Removed from the meeting minutes.  
6. Skinner Boulevard/Pinellas Trail Crossing: The traffic signal is up and running along with the 

pavement markings. Removed from the meeting minutes.  
7. Light at Tarpon Mall: They have been out doing traffic counts and studies. Hollingsworth retired. 

Leave this on the list for now.  
8. US 19 and Northside Drive: Suggested to look at shutting the left-turn lane. You must make a U-

turn to get to other side of the street. Enforcement is being conducted in the area between 4pm 
and 6pm.  

9. Eastlake and Woodlands: The delineators are being continuously ran over. The delineators are 
the big boulder ones that are approximately $80 per piece. They are being replaced every week. 

HSIP and SRTS Projects 

Mahshid Arasteh (American Quality Consultants): She went through lists for material requests with cities 
and counties that go to Bill Riha. Bill Riha, at FDOT, is looking at what could be supported depending on 
available funds. They are still working with the local governments on LPI locations. They are looking how to 
improve intersections.  

Melissa Shepherd (JMT): JMT has been tasked with finding locations on where to use the safety edge tool 
during construction when resurfacing a roadway. They are looking for resurfacing candidate projects to 
assist with runoff the road crashes. The safety edge tool allows the pavement to slope off and makes it 
easier to get back onto the road. It’s only for roadways with flushed shoulders. Mike stated that the slope is 
33 degrees. Overtime the safety edge will save on maintenance issues and can potentially save lives. He is 
purchasing a safety edge tool for Hernando County. He purchases two sets each time just in case one 
breaks. Discussion followed. 

Fatal Map Status 

Sandra Knoebel (Forward Pinellas): There have been 43 fatal crashes. This time last year there were 72 
fatal crashes. The number of pedestrian crashes has been cut in half compared to last year. Alexis Boback 
will be doing the trail user count maps. April data will be updated soon.     
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V. New Business 

Deputy Howard Miller thanked everyone for coming. No new business.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:13 am 
 
 
Attendees: Mahshid Arasteh, Mike Blickensdorf, Alexis Boback, Susan Boda, Molly Cord, Brandon 
Drawhorn, George Edmiston, Sgt. Michael Hollis, Sandra Knoebel, Johnathan Kuntz, Terri Nagle, Lori 
Palaio, Cassidy Perry, Andrea Sauvageot, Frances Sharp, Melissa Shepherd, Autumn Westermann, Mike 
Zinn 
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Item Date 
Reported Description Staff  Last 

Update 
Date Resolved/ 
Withdrawn Comments 

1 8/5/2021 US 19 / 298/297 Deputy Miller, 
Deputy Pierce, 
Peter Hsu, Mike 
Zinn 

6/2/22 

 

Dangerous location. Peter mentioned he could assist with this location. 
This has been turned over and is under review. Deputy Miller said that 
he has been hitting this area a lot. They put up a sign for the new traffic 
pattern and it has helped a lot.  There is a constant amount of people 
cutting over at the last minute in rush hour. Deputy Miller stated there is 
a new traffic pattern which has resulted in less violators, except during 
rush hour.  Miller stated they are still cutting over at the last minute and 
they are still getting citations. This is a constant problem and doesn’t 
look like it will go away. He said they will have to educate more. 
 
There are ongoing problems with the right turn lane and vehicles 
hitting the delineators. Discussion followed. 

2 8/5/2021 US 19 / E. Lime 
Street – Tarpon 
Springs 

Deputy Miller, 
Deputy Pierce, 
Peter Hsu, Mike 
Zinn, TSPD  

6/2/22  Dangerous location.  Peter mentioned he could assist with this location.  
This has been turned over and is under review.  Ofc. Boone stated they 
are still having at least 3-5 crashes per week (on average) at this 
location. He stated this is due to the backing up of MLK.  Currently they 
are down two traffic guys. 
 
This location is still an ongoing problem. No update. 

3 11/4/2021 School Zones - 
Tampa Road and 19th 
Street, West of US 19 

Deputy Miller 6/2/22  Drivers are going very fast in school zones; the top speed he recorded 
was 52 MPH in a 15 MPH school zone.  He is requesting that a yellow 
stripe be placed on the poles to indicate the end of the school zone; 
people are thinking after the lights is the end of the school zone. 
Discussion followed. Deputy Miller stated that this school zone is the 
worst. He clocked someone traveling 53 MPH in a 15 MPH zone.  Mike 
Zinn stated he can purchase safety equipment; he needs an email 
explaining the issues and justifications.  Miller stated people think once 
they leave the light in the school zone, they are out of the school zone.  
He sits in the middle of the median, in a marked car, and people still 
speed past him at 55 MPH. He suggested putting up signage in the 
median to help. In two weeks, school will be over. There will still be 
some school busses running in the summer, but not as much. June 6th 
starts the Summer Program, so they are trying to figure out bus 
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Item Date 
Reported Description Staff  Last 

Update 
Date Resolved/ 
Withdrawn Comments 

schedules and routing. 
 
Deputy Miller currently stopped someone going 52 mph in the 
school zone. The speed limit at this location is 40 mph. The 
minimum fine speeding in a school zone is $660. Discussion 
followed regarding speed feedback signage. 

4 11/4/2021 Passing School 
Buses 

Deputy Miller, 
Joseph Camera 

2/3/22  He and other deputies have been targeting people passing stopped 
school buses.  The buses are not activating the red lights which 
activates the stop bars, only the yellow lights are on. People are passing 
with the yellow lights on. The deputies can’t stop people unless the red 
lights are on, and the stop bars are out. He asked that the bus drivers be 
re-educated about this to help the situation. Discussion followed. Joseph 
Camera will be speaking to his bus drivers about this. Joe said that he 
sent information to the supervisors with instructions for all the drivers.  
Discussion followed.  Joe still averages about 12 per week. 
 
No update. 

5 12/2/2021 Light at Tarpon Mall COTS PD 5/5/2022  Officer Hollingsworth brought up to the group the light at the Tarpon 
Mall. There have been many bad crashes and fatalities at this location. 
There are no designated turn arrows.  Ofc. Boone stated they’ve had 
multiple incidents at this location due to the no left turn arrows. From his 
understanding, FDOT has a contractor coming in to work from Huey 
Avenue to US 19. He heard this was supposed to happen in the spring. 
 
They have been out doing traffic counts and studies.  

6 6/2/2022 US 19 and Northside 
Drive 

FHP 6/2/2022  Suggested to look at shutting the left-turn lane. You must make a 
U-turn to get to other side of the street. Enforcement is being 
conducted in the area between 4pm and 6pm. 

7 6/2/2022 East Lake Road at 
Woodlands Parkway 

 6/2/2022  The delineators are being continuously ran over. The delineators 
are the big boulder ones that are approximately $80 per piece. They 
are being replaced every week. 
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