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West Central CTST – January 11, 2023 

Meeting started 1:34pm 

 
I. Welcome and Introductions were made 

II.  Minutes were approved for November 2022 

III. Old Business – Review of Problem Location Spreadsheet  

1. US 41 and CR 491: Mike Zinn said that he does not have any new information. He is still waiting for 
counts. He doesn’t know how far backed up the counts are but he will find out.    

2. Corridor-Wide on Good Neighbor Trail: Mike Zinn said that we have to wait for Ernie on the status of 
this item. Jim Mclean said that a cyclist hit a delineator post base on the Good Neighbor Trail causing a 
crash and was injured. Mike will talk to Ernie and ask him to at least put up the bollards back up.  

3. Withlacoochee State Trail and Independence Highway Crossing: Jim Mclean said that he was down 
there on Saturday and the R10-15 sign is up on the mast arm and the R9-5 sign has been installed. This 
will be removed from the problem locations spreadsheet.  

4. Mariner Boulevard and Northcliff Boulevard: Dave Carr is keeping an eye on this item; nothing has 
been brought to Mike’s attention if it has been completed or not.   

5. Miss Maggie Drive: Mike Zinn hasn’t heard from Walt Eastmond about the speed study.  

6. Jail at 491 – Lack of Signage: Mike Zinn sent this information to Walt Eastmond again and hasn’t heard 
back yet. Lt. Ball stated there has not been a sign added on the one direction, as of earlier this week.  

7. CR 491 and Educational Path: This is a county issue. Laura Anstead said there is heavy traffic in this 
area. It is a major arterial going through town. There are four or five schools nearby. Laura said that this is 
something controlled by traffic enforcement. It has been a hotspot in the past. Other than reconstructing the 
roadway, Laura is not done what can be done to ease up the traffic congestion. With five schools all in that 
complex, there is going to be a backup at this light. People will need to be patient. This will be removed 
from the problem locations sheet as it is controlled by traffic enforcement.  

8. Deltona Boulevard and West Citrus Springs Boulevard – People not obeying the four-way stop 
signs: People are not obeying the four-way stop signs. Lt. Ball is not sure if a light study is something that 
can be entertained there. Mike Zinn will check to see if a study can be done at that intersection. 

IV.  Calendar Updates/Activity Reports  

None 
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V. Fatal Crash Map 

Janice Martinez (LEL): The map is for the calendar year last year, 2022. The maps are preliminary. For 
fatal crashes, there are 30 days to get them into the system. There were 23 total fatals. There were ten for 
vehicles, four for motorcycles, three for bicycles, and six for pedestrians. There are no location hotspots 
that we should focus on for Citrus County. Laura Anstead, with CCSO, stated that the issues we have 
battled is that in our county we only had one real hotspot for fatal crashes, which was fixed with a stop light 
at SR 200 where CR 491 meets it. The fatals are very sporadic and very random. It is difficult to pinpoint 
any specific location or causation for the fatal crashes. Janice said that is a positive sign, as the crashes 
can be driver error. Lori Palaio, of JMT, for Citrus County there was one new fatal crash, and it was a 
pedestrian fatal crash at Gulf to Lake Highway and Lecanto Highway. Janice said for Hernando County, 
there were 41 total fatal crashes (24 vehicle fatals, 10 motorcycle fatals, one bicycle fatal, and six 
pedestrian fatals). Hernando is the same as Citrus, as there is no one hotspot to look at and address.  

VI. SRTS Update 

Mike Zinn (FDOT): Forest Ridge Boulevard in Citrus County is under construction. It is close to the final 
phase. He doesn’t believe there are any other new SRTS projects coming soon.  

VII. HSIP Update 

Safety Challenges and Opportunities Presentation  

Lori Palaio and Melissa Shepherd, of JMT, presented on local agency funding opportunities through FDOT. 
Questions and discussion followed.  

VIII. New Business – Submittal of requests to review new Problem Areas 

Janice Martinez (LEL): It is concept paper writing season for the fiscal year ‘23 and ‘24 grants. In the chat 
box, Janice added links to FDOT’s headquarters and their concept paper information. In the second link is 
the most updated highway safety matrix. The matrix breaks down all 67 counties in the state of Florida via 
population. The larger populations are on the left and then it goes down from there. It breaks down all the 
cities. Brooksville is still considered a city even though there is no police department. The grants will help 
offset the cost of the enforcement efforts in our areas. Laura Anstead stated she took on the motorcycle, 
speed and aggressive, and DUI impaired driving grants. They will be writing three concept papers.  

Janice Martinez (LEL): They did an outreach event last night at the Tampa Bay Lighting game. All the LEL’s 
have new fatal vision goggles. Those can be written in the grants. Discussion followed. The DUI fatal vision 
goggles will be funded, but not the drug ones.  

IX. Open Forum/Announcements  

Vote in new Vice Chair 

Jim Mclean will be the new vice chair with Melissa Shepherd’s help.  
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X. Adjourn 

Next Meeting is February 8th, 2023, virtual at 1:30pm. 

Meeting adjourned at 2:16pm.  

 

Attendees: Laura Anstead, Lt. Ball, Sara Beresheim, Blake Bell, Julie Bond, Anthony Chaumont, Sherry 
Cook, Emmeth Duran, Robert Esposito, Beverly Howard, Natalie Kahler, Janice Martinez, Jim Mclean, Lori 
Palaio, Melissa Shepherd, Mike Zinn 
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Item Date 
Reported Description Staff Last 

Update 
Date Resolved/ 
Withdrawn Comments 

1 Sept 2018 
&             
Sept 2019 

US 41 and CR 491 

 
https://goo.gl/maps/xAozhr
sBziQC8T5r5  

Peter Hsu/ 
Walt 
Eastmond 

Nov 2022  Northbound left turn has no left turn signal phase; but there is a left turn lane.  
Due to heavy SB traffic, no gaps are created for vehicles turning left.  They 
need to wait for multiple cycles or take risk turning in front of oncoming traffic. 
Citizens are requesting evaluation of timing and phasing, possibly add left turn 
phase. Drivers are cutting through Smith Terrace to avoid signal at intersection.  
On hold – waiting for things to return to the old normal.  Walt received a 
complaint from an irate citizen regarding the left turning movement. Walt said 
he will call them back to let them know we are tracking this location.  Once we 
go back to the old normal, Walt stated DOT will perform traffic counts. No 
update.  Walt has received numerous complaints from the residents who live 
along Smith Street about speeding in the neighborhood. People are using 
Smith Street as a bypass. Walt asked the CCSO to look at this area. Waiting 
for Walt to perform traffic counts when things resume to normal traffic; maybe 
fall. Left Turn phases on CR491 to be evaluated/added during DOT District 
wide signal study. Mike said that they are going to conduct counts on the NB 
side of US 41 to see if it warrants a left turn phase. Mike said that they are 
going to conduct counts on the NB side of US 41 to see if it warrants a left turn 
phase. He does not know the results yet. The FDOT is going throughout the 
county to make improvements on turning movements. People are 
circumventing the signal, so the counts aren’t true counts. Bala will also look at 
this location. No update. Mike was informed that they do not do traffic counts or 
warrants when there is no school. This is on the schedule to get started August 
or early September.  Counts have not been done yet. There is a backlog on 
counts because counts didn’t start until school started. Counts have not been 
done yet. There is a backlog on counts because counts have not started until 
the school year started. They are waiting on the folks who live in Beverly Hills 
and Citrus Hills to come home down for the winter. Mike Zinn stated the counts 
have not been completed yet. They are waiting for everyone to get caught up. 
There are no counts during the summer, so there is a backup. 
Mike Zinn said that he does not have any new information. He is still 
waiting for counts. He doesn’t know how far backed up the counts are but 
he will find out.   

https://goo.gl/maps/xAozhrsBziQC8T5r5
https://goo.gl/maps/xAozhrsBziQC8T5r5
https://goo.gl/maps/xAozhrsBziQC8T5r5
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Withdrawn Comments 

2 Apr. 2021 Corridor-Wide on Good 
Neighbor Trail  

(This item was replaced 
with the Good Neighbor 
Trail - Preston Road and 
Weatherly Road – Good 
Neighbor Trail Stop Signs 
details were removed) 

 
https://goo.gl/maps/gb6K4d
1P9zpR4B41A  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ernie 
Lane 

Nov 2022  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harry stated that on the Good Neighbor Trail, where it crosses Preston Road, 
the sight distances to the north are severely restricted. In the NW corner, there 
are a lot of trees; if they could be trimmed back that would help significantly. 
Crosswalk warnings are currently facing the motorists; these signs are in odd 
locations. Mike added that the ADA mats are crumbling and peeling up.  Ernie 
stated he will look into this location.  On Weatherly Road, the warning signs at 
this location are positioned in strange locations as well.  Ernie stated he will be 
clearing some of the right-of-way at Preston at Richbarn, on the northbound 
side.  They will also be changing some of the signs and adding new signage.  
Some of the ADA mats will be replaced. Ernie said he will take another look at 
the Weatherly intersection. Harry brought up that a fence on Preston is blocking 
views of trail users and motorists.  Ernie stated he would look at this next year 
(they would have to survey all of Preston Road, and it is not in the budget this 
year).  The above-mentioned items could be updated/corrected as early as next 
week. Ernie stated the service request has been entered to clean a site 
distance area. Ernie stated he did site visits/studies on both locations, and he 
put in a service request to have the right-of-way cleaned up, which will improve 
the site distance. Discussion followed. No update. Ernie will be looking at this 
on Friday.  Ernie spoke to Dan about trimming the right-of-way. He brought up 
a driveway issue that has been out there for a while, across the street from the 
problem area. The right-of-way has been trimmed; he will try to visit the site on 
Friday and check the status of the driveway also. Mike said that the ADA mats 
have not been corrected. The only way to fix the mats is to use the liquid 
truncated domes or pull up the asphalt, put concrete down and then put the 
tiles on it. They are on the repair list.   Mike said that the ADA mats have not 
been corrected. It is becoming a trip hazard because many are crumbled. Jim 
said he will check out this location. Jim has not had a chance to check out this 
location yet; he will go within the next couple of weeks. Ernie stated the County 
cleared the right-of-way on Preston Road, as requested. One spot on Preston 
Road, the County will speak to the property owner to see about clearing that 
section. Ernie talked to Stephen Stack about the ADA mats on the section that 
the County maintains. They are going to do a service request -  to start 
changing them all out now. In a couple of years, they are going to come up with 
a program to change the ADA mats…         **continued on next page** 

https://goo.gl/maps/gb6K4d1P9zpR4B41A
https://goo.gl/maps/gb6K4d1P9zpR4B41A
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      to stamped concrete. They will see how much these cost to replace and then 
add to the CIP to get funded.  Ernie stated this was moved to a service request 
to have the ones that need to be addressed now to be fixed. A CIP project will 
be done in the next couple years to have all the mats pulled up and replaced 
with concrete ones. For the line of sight, Ernie showed the locations to a new 
traffic engineer; both himself and the traffic engineer do not see any issues with 
the line of sight. Mike and Ernie think this location should be removed from the 
problem location sheet. Jim said that Preston Road has a user line of sight 
issue for the trail users with forest growth on private property on the NW corner. 
There is no issue on the NE corner. The sight lines at Weatherly Road and the 
Good Neighbor Trail are not an issue. Jim asked if there are trail head crossing 
signs on Preston Road and Weatherly Road to warn the motorists; if there are 
not, they may want to add them. There are delineator posts missing on the trail 
and some were broken off. The post bases are about an inch high and could be 
a hazard to users. Several of the intersections have broken posts. Ernie will 
check them out and replace them. Jim said that some No Motor Vehicle Signs 
or Yield Signs are missing for the driveways between Preston Road and 
Weatherly Road. The trail was also covered with pine needles and dirt. Ernie 
did the sight distance at both intersections for the vehicular movement. There 
were no issues with the line of sight, except for the forest growth on the private 
property on the northwest corner. He asked the property owner to clear up the 
growth. The property owner may be building a house on the property, so it may 
be buffered up. Ernie stated some of the ADA mats will be fixed soon. They will 
eventually remove all of them and make them concrete as part of the capital 
improvements project. A discussion on liquified truncated domes followed. 
Ernie received permission to relocate the three stop signs that were in question 
for the fire trails. Hopefully it will be done before next month. Mike Zinn 
received an email from Ernie Lane stating that this item is still pending and 
hopes they will try to get it complete by next month. Mike Zinn said that we 
have to wait for Ernie on the status of this item. Jim Mclean said that one 
of his friends who he rides bicycles with was recently down there. His 
friend ran over one of the delineator post bases in October. The friend 
crashed and tore up his elbow and broke his bicycle. Mike will talk to 
Ernie and ask him to at least put up the bollards back up. 
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3 Jan. 2022 Mariner Boulevard and 
Northcliff Boulevard  
 

https://goo.gl/maps/oqJojXf
vBxeksW1T9  
 

HC / Todd 
 

Nov 2022  David suggested there needs to be guide skips at Mariner Boulevard and 
Northcliff Boulevard.  David Carr stated there are no guide skips at the dual left 
turns. Ernie said he will look into this and let us know at the next meeting. Ernie 
stated this project is in progress, but there are other projects ahead of it. David 
Carr stated that there have been no changes and does not recommend taking it 
off the list until the project is complete. This item will not be removed until the 
paint has been put down. There is still no change to this location. There is still 
no change to this location. Ernie has an email from traffic operations to see 
where the contract is for the striping. It is on the list to be completed, but he 
does not know where it falls on the priority list. Ernie spoke to David about the 
guide skips. Tuesday, David said that they should be complete. Ernie has not 
had a chance to drive there to look but he will go out tomorrow and check. 
 
Ernie went two days ago to look at the guide skips. There are skip bars at the 
Publix Plaza on Mariner Boulevard. The guide skips are not correct, as they are 
white instead of yellow.  Carr mentioned that there are no skips at the dual left 
turn gong off Northcliffe northbound onto Mariner Boulevard. 
 
The guide skips have not been completed yet; they are in the process of 
redoing all PO’s but it is on the list to be corrected. David Carr said that he was 
out yesterday and the guide skips that are there from the shopping center 
moving to the southbound on Northcliffe are the correct color. The first time 
David saw it he was under the impression that it was moving from a yellow line 
to a yellow line. He thought it was the wrong color. It is going from a white line 
to an existing white skip line. The color is correct on those skips.  
 
Ernie stated the purchase orders have been issued and now they are waiting 
for the contractor to get the work completed. 
 
Dave Carr is keeping an eye on this item; nothing has been brought to 
Mike’s attention if it has been completed or not. 

https://goo.gl/maps/m1zR7xqYAkKYKVkB7
https://goo.gl/maps/m1zR7xqYAkKYKVkB7
https://goo.gl/maps/oqJojXfvBxeksW1T9
https://goo.gl/maps/oqJojXfvBxeksW1T9
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4 May 2022 Miss Maggie Drive 
(Speeding) 
 

 
 
https://goo.gl/maps/4Jdpkd
VtiDLXibw49  

Walt 
Eastmond/ 
Sgt. 
Anstead 

Nov 2022  At Miss Maggie Drive, there are a lot of issues with speeders. It has gone past 
an enforcement issue because the people in that area are always changing. A 
portion of the road is 25 mph that goes to a residential area that people are 
speeding through. Other portions of the road are 35 mph. When it is not the 
same people going through the area every single day, it is continually a 
problem. He knows that several other roads in Tampa put in speed tables, but 
he does not know if it is a feasible option on Miss Maggie Drive. Jim McLean 
suggested widening the side stripes from 6 inches to 8 inches to give the road 
a road diet to make people slow down a little bit. Since it is a residential road, 
the speeds should be low. A lot of tourists are driving through the area, and it is 
not a regular flow of traffic. Mike said that speed feedback signs can be placed 
in the area. At the end of the road of Miss Maggie Drive is a boat ramp, with 
kayaking, which is bringing in tourists. Jim said that the County isn’t typically 
fond of doing speed tables. Sheriff Prendergast said that enforcement has been 
done out there - a lot of people from out of town contribute to the issues. He 
said it may be a good idea to put stop signs out there to force people to make 
multiple stops and have speed tables in front of them to have a traffic calming 
effect. David Carr asked if speed tables would be an issue for emergency 
vehicles moving through there fast enough for emergencies. Law enforcement 
said they do not think it will be a problem. Speed tables aren’t an appropriate 
use at this location. Transverse lines were suggested. Walt can ask about 
transverse lines, but he will have to talk to maintenance. Laura said to consider 
a speed study for a new speed limit at this location. They exhausted all other 
resources. There are no crashes at this location. Bala will ask if DOT can help 
with a speed study at this location.  Mike said if a speed study was performed 
and if the 85th percentile is doing 45 mph or higher, they will raise the speed 
limit. Laura said that the speed limit is unreasonable in that area. She stated 
there has been, at least, a 40% higher enforcement rating there, which means 
that 70% of the people traveling that road are doing an excess of 15 mph over 
the speed limit. It is a speed limit issue. There are no speed feedback signs on 
that road. George is heading out there this weekend and will let everyone know 
at the next meeting.            
 
**continued on next page** 

https://goo.gl/maps/UNkLJ7jNamQPwKHV6
https://goo.gl/maps/4JdpkdVtiDLXibw49
https://goo.gl/maps/4JdpkdVtiDLXibw49
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      Lt. Ball wanted to check the status of the speed study to see if anything has 
been done. George Edmiston didn’t do a speed study, but visually he said that 
speed does not seem to be an issue, it seems to be a capacity issue. There are 
private residences out there that are charging people to park their vehicles by 
the boat ramp, which is increasing the volume. There are some pedestrians 
and bicyclists using the roadway and there are no curbs or sidewalks, which is 
a concern, especially at night. Lt. Ball said that there is nowhere for that road to 
expand. Mike said that we will leave this on the problem location sheet when 
Walt comes back to find out about 85th percentile speeds. Lt. Ball said that 
there is a speeding problem out there as well. The speed limit is a 25-mph 
zone. There is a dis-conjoined speed limit – going east is one speed limit and 
west is another speed limit. Lt. Ball would like to see a study done. Nobody was 
at the CTST meeting from CCSO. Lt. Ball wants to do a speed study. 
Discussion followed on speed studies at county road levels vs. state road 
levels. Lt. Ball wants to do a speed study. Mike will send Walt an email to see if 
they have it in the works or if it has been scheduled. 
 
Mike said that Lt. Ball wants to have a speed study conducted, and he sent the 
information to Walt Eastmond. He hasn’t heard back about getting a speed 
study issued yet. 
 
Mike Zinn hasn’t heard from Walt Eastmond about the speed study. 
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5 August 
2022 

Jail at 491 – Lack of 
Signage 

https://goo.gl/maps/5yrntp
QG8ja89u9j6  

Sherry 
Cook 
(CCSO) 

August 
2022 

 Sherry stated that at the jail on 491, there are no signs on the roadway. She 
thought the detention center would have a sign on the main road. People are 
trying to find it all the time. This will be added to the problem location list so 
Walt can address it.  
 
It is not marked appropriately. It is only showing in one direction. 
 
Mike Zinn sent this information to Walt Eastmond. He hasn’t heard back yet. 
 
Mike Zinn sent this information to Walt Eastmond again and hasn’t heard 
back yet. Lt. Ball stated there has not been a sign added on the one 
direction, as of earlier this week. 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Citrus+County+Detention+Facility/@28.8474807,-82.4780069,2517m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x88e86b51a0c51e13:0xdf30ef07677044a8!8m2!3d28.8448035!4d-82.4777089
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Citrus+County+Detention+Facility/@28.8474807,-82.4780069,2517m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x88e86b51a0c51e13:0xdf30ef07677044a8!8m2!3d28.8448035!4d-82.4777089
https://goo.gl/maps/5yrntpQG8ja89u9j6
https://goo.gl/maps/5yrntpQG8ja89u9j6
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6 November 
2022 

Deltona Boulevard and 
West Citrus Springs 
Boulevard – People not 
obeying the four-way stop 
signs 

https://goo.gl/maps/A2SSc
pZ3Wudzrovw5  

Karen 
Cobb 
(CCSO) / 
Walt 
Eastmond 

Nov 2022  Karen, with CCSO, discussed the location at Deltona Boulevard and West 
Citrus Springs Boulevard. Just to the east of this location there are two schools, 
one on the north side of the road and one on the south side. CCSO has had 
complaints and she isn’t sure what can be done, other than extra patrol. Since 
January 1st, 2021, there have been four crashes inside the intersection of West 
Citrus Springs Boulevard and North Deltona Boulevard in Citrus Springs. Three 
out of the four crashes had injuries and two of the four were severe injuries. 
Three out of the four crashes were T-bones caused by at-fault vehicle violating 
the right-of-way through the intersection. Three out of the four crashes were 
during school hours, Wednesday, and Thursday between 7:28 AM and 10:15 
AM. One of the four crashes occurred on Saturday at 9:18 PM. CCSO are 
getting multiple complaints of people running through the intersection. Maybe 
they can do a light, but people are not stopping at the four-way stop. Mike told 
Karen to get ahold of the County Engineer, Walt. He mentioned to request a 
signal warrant study to see if it will warrant a traffic signal. Mike also suggested, 
stop ahead signs prior to the stop signs, further back. Mike stated he might be 
able to order LED backlit stop signs to grab their attention that there is a stop 
sign there. Robert Esposito asked if the area would warrant a roundabout. Mike 
said that the County can do an ICE evaluation on it to see if it would warrant a 
roundabout. Karen will ask Walt about doing a roundabout. Jim said that part of 
the problem is there is a divided highway in both directions. Discussion 
followed. 
 
People are not obeying the four-way stop signs. Lt. Ball is not sure if a 
light study is something that can be entertained there. Mike Zinn will 
check to see if a study can be done at that intersection. 

 

https://goo.gl/maps/A2SScpZ3Wudzrovw5
https://goo.gl/maps/A2SScpZ3Wudzrovw5
https://goo.gl/maps/A2SScpZ3Wudzrovw5
https://goo.gl/maps/A2SScpZ3Wudzrovw5
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