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Pinellas CTST - October 3, 2024
Meeting started at 10:02am

MEETING MINUTES - OCTOBER 2024

l. General Meeting

Welcome and introductions were given. The August meeting minutes were approved.
Il. Committee Reports

Enforcement

Steve Gassen (City of Tarpon Springs PD): The City of Tarpon Springs PD is continuing with the Enhanced
Law Enforcement Engagement (ELEE) enforcement details.

Daniel Negersmith (Clearwater PD): Clearwater PD just had their High Visibility Enforcement (HVE)
contract signed. In October, Clearwater PD will be doing their advanced traffic homicide school. November
there will be a crash reconstruction course. Clearwater PD is also on patrol at the beach due to the
hurricane.

Mark Eastty (PCSO): Pinellas County Sheriff's Office has been helping at the beach due to the hurricane.
Last month Mark Eastty and Blaine Loring were in attendance for the CTST Mega Meeting in Tampa. Mark
spoke about what CTST has accomplished over the past year. On October 14t, MADD will be hosting their
Golf like MADD event at Crescent Oaks in Tarpon Springs. Discussion followed.

Engineering and Bike/Pedestrian

John Rieman (Pinellas County): Pinellas County is applying for two speed feedback signs on West
Klosterman Road in Palm Harbor, one in each direction. A 48-hour study was done on July 25t. and it was
found that 96 percent of the vehicles exceeded the posted speed limit of 25mph. The 85t percentile speed
was 38mph, so Pinellas County is optimistic and grateful for FDOT for the safety funds that they are
applying for. John Rieman attended the CTST Mega Meeting in September.

Eric Henry (FDOT): Eric thanked everyone for their work post-hurricane. There were bridges closed all
throughout Pinellas and they were all open within 24 hours of their initial closure. October is Pedestrian
Safety Month. It is also Mobility Week the week of September 25t. National Walk to School Day is next
week. FDOT will be going to two schools for National Walk to School Day in Pinellas County including
Cross Bayou Elementary School and Lila Davis Elementary School in Clearwater to promote safety. The
Gulf Coast Safe Streets Summit is going to be next week on October 9, which is the same day as the Bike
Ped Coalition, at the same location. The Safe Routes to School applications are open as of September
30t. There is a Car Fit workshop coming up, which is targeted towards older adults to make sure they are
properly fitted into their vehicle, they wear their seatbelts correctly, and they are the right distance from their
steering wheel. There will be a free brief webinar that is 90 minutes through Car Fit to show people how
they can improve their personal fit in their vehicle. The Car Fit workshop will be on October 29t from
10:00am to 11:30am. Discussion followed.
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Brentin Mosher (CUTR): CUTR just finished up a campaign for 4t Street in St. Petersburg for the new
midblock signals. CUTR will be compiling the results for that. George Edmiston and Mike Zinn did the
impact teen drivers program, Train the Trainer for law enforcement agencies. Train the Trainer will be part
of the Enhanced Law Enforcement Engagement (ELEE) program for law enforcement agencies to go into
the schools and earn points for education. Discussion followed.

Brandy Howard (Suncoast Safety Council): Suncoast Safety Council will be supporting a few events in
October. October tends to be their busiest month for the crash vehicle that they own from the McConnell
DUI family. The crash vehicle will be at the Clearwater Neighborhood Family Center on Red Ribbon Day, at
St. Petersburg Fire Rescue’s Block Party, as well as at Palm Harbor University High School and USF St.
Petersburg. Suncoast Safety Council have been the steward of some funds for many years related to CTST
and some Battle of the Belts events. A few years ago, CTST chose to use some of the funds for safety art
contest winner prizes. There is still $532.45 dollars left of funds available, so Brandy asked the CTST group
what they would like to do with the funds. Discussion followed about applying funds to hurricane relief.

Robyn Morton (MADD): The Manasota Walk is on November 16 in Bradenton. MADD is also participating
in an event with USF St. Pete on November 12,

M. Old Business
Problem Locations

1. Passing School Busses: Vehicles are not paying attention to bus stop arms. Daniel Negersmith
stated that on Belcher Road by Oak Grove Drive, vehicles are constantly running past the bus stop
arms. Itis a 40mph zone. There is a transfer where buses pick up other students from other
schools at that school, so many buses are coming and going. Daniel Negersmith if there is any way
they can make that a school zone to slow down people during those times. John Rieman will
investigate this location. Discussion followed.

2. Signal @ Starkey Road north at Willow Road: No update.

HSIP and SRTS Projects

Mahshid Arasteh (American Quality Consultants): After the hurricane, Mahshid stated that she is flying
drones on the beaches for FDOT. Mahshid stated that Pinellas County asked for speed feedback signs on
Klosterman Road, so she is getting some codes for that. Now is the time to submit applications.

High Crash Intersections and Fatal Map

Mark Eastty (PCSO): From January 1stto September 25%, 2024, there have been 71 fatal crashes and 75
fatalities. At this point last year, there had been 77 fatal crashes and 81 fatalities.

V. New Business

Daniel Negersmith (City of Clearwater PD): Daniel Negersmith talked to his command staff about getting
cameras and lasers in the school zones. This must be sold from the top down from City Council or County
Commission. Mark Eastty said the best approach is to reach out to counties that have cameras and get a
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feedback report from them to see what the pros and cons are and sell it that way. There cannot be officers
at every intersection. Discussion followed. Valerie Brookens from Forward Pinellas will follow up on this to
get more information, as well as other CTST members who are wanting to get involved.

Upcoming Meeting: November 7, 2024 — In-Person, Location TBD
Meeting adjourned at 10:46am

Attendees: Rick Adams (Nations Traffic Safety School),Mahshid Arasteh (American Quality Consultants),
Matthew Belmonte (Gresham Smith), Valerie Brookens (Forward Pinellas), Mark Eastty (PCSO), Kathy
Gademer (City of Dunedin),Steven Gassen (City of Tarpon Springs PD), David Guttenplan (McCormick
Taylor), Jim Hartwell (Element Engineering Group), Eric Henry (FDOT), Brandy Howard (Suncoast Safety
Council), Richard Interrante (PCSO), Blaine Loring (PCSO), Robyn Morton (MADD), Brentin Mosher
(CUTR), Daniel Negersmith (City of Clearwater PD), Lori Palaio (JMT), John Rieman (Pinellas County),
Autumn Westermann (Pinellas County Schools)
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Date Description Last Date Resolved/ Comments
Reported P Update | Withdrawn

11/4/21 Passing School Buses Deputy Miller, 10/3/24 The buses are not activating the red lights which activates the stop
Joe Camera bars, only the yellow lights are on. People are passing with the
yellow lights on. The deputies can’t stop people unless the red lights
are on, and the stop bars are out. He asked that the bus drivers be
re-educated about this to help the situation. This is a districtwide
problem. Everyone forgets and more education and enforcement is
needed. They must identify their high problem areas, such as Gandy,
4th Street, 114th Avenue, etc. The City of St. Pete suggested a
billboard campaign. The new school buses have lights that are a lot
brighter, than previous buses. Deputy Loring and other agencies are
working on passing school bus enforcement. Joe reached out to Sgt.
Caseber, of Largo PD for assistance. Joe stated when parents have
their kids getting on the bus in the morning near Belcher Rd and
Lancaster Dr, the students jump in the middle of the median. The
citizens want a law enforcement presence back out at this location.
Mark Eastty will make sure there is directed patrol in the areas Joe
mentioned. Tampa Road was discussed. Deputy Loring will be taking
care of the issues at US 19 and Highland Acres. This area backs up
traffic for six to eight miles. Joe spoke to the driver, and she is going
to try to open the yellow a little bit further back to give them more
warning. Deputy Loring created a directive patrol for that as well and
he is trying to include some of the patrol deputies and make them
aware of it and enforce it when Deputy Loring is unavailable. School
buses will take a break soon once school ends.

Vehicles are not paying attention to bus stop arms. Daniel
Negersmith stated that on Belcher Road by Oak Grove Drive,
vehicles are constantly running past the bus stop arms. It is a
40mph zone. There is a transfer where buses pick up other
students from other schools at that school, so many buses are
coming and going. Daniel Negersmith if there is any way they
can make that a school zone to slow down people during those
times. John Rieman will investigate this location. Discussion
followed.
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Date Description Last Date Resolved/ Comments
| " | Reported | P Update Withdrawn

2 8122 Slgnal @ Starkey Road north | Joe Camera, 917123 At the intersection of Ulmerton Road and Starkey Road, a lotof | Starkey Road, a lot of

at Willow Avenue PCSB people congregate. There are two left turn lanes, a right turn lane,
and a forward lane. The townhomes are further north on Starkey
Road on the east side. A lot of Southern Oaks Elementary School
students are in the townhomes. People are not paying attention and
the kids want to go to Wawa or Walmart and cut across Starkey
Road. He is worried that in the morning and afternoon, the kids are
not being protected and aimlessly going across the roads. Drivers
are speeding and not paying attention. Kids cannot evaluate the
speed of a vehicle to cross the road. This will be added to the
problem location sheet. Joan brought up that she needed to know
the specifics of the location in question and Joe stated he get the

AR e i number of students and where the exactly cross street is at. Putting
https://goo.gl/maps/mP4aTRe lights further north may possibly fix issue. A lot of people are
BBao4HLwn6 congregating there. The school nearby is Southern Oaks Elementary

School. Kids come out from the apartment complexes. They will
continue checking up on it throughout the school year. They will be
putting a traffic light up at Willow. They will be putting a traffic light up
at Willow Avenue and is currently going through design. This will stay
on problem location sheet until traffic light is put up. There will be a
signal at Willow. It is currently in the design phase. Joan Rice asked
if Melissa could get rid of the RRFB comment on the problem
locations sheet. It will not be an RRFB, it will be a full signal at Willow
Avenue. The signal is in the design phase right now. There is a study
for the traffic signal. This is for a signal at Starkey Road, north of
Willow Avenue. Waiting on the new signal to be installed. Joan Rice,
of Pinellas County, mentioned this is almost finished. The sidewalk is
almost complete and then the signal will be installed after. The State
is working with the County to offset the cost of lights and fixtures.
This project is still in design. Joan Rice will find out more information.
A traffic light will be put in at Starkey Road and Willow Road. It is
currently in design now.

No update.
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