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Pinellas CTST – September 4, 2025 

Meeting started at 10:04am 

I. General Meeting 

Welcome and introductions were given. The August meeting minutes were approved.  

II. Committee Reports 

Enforcement 

Ryan Lenahan (SPPD): Ryan reported that the motorcycle safety grant was successful, and St. Petersburg 
Police Department will launch High Visibility Enforcement (HVE) efforts next month focused on pedestrian 
and bicycle safety. Currently, they are conducting Enhanced Law Enforcement Engagement (ELEE) 
operations and recently participated in the DUI Wolfpack, resulting in nine arrests within their jurisdiction. 
There have been 11 fatal crashes to date, which is a decrease compared to last year. 

Christopher Keeler (Largo PD): The Ridge Road case, involving a triple fatality, is now closed following a 
warrant approval and arrest. Largo PD is actively conducting ELEE operations, and their HVE grant 
launched this week. The unit is undergoing changes and facing staff shortages, resulting in fewer 
individuals in the Hopper. They also participated in the DUI Wolfpack initiative. To date, there have been 
seven fatalities, consistent with last year’s numbers. 

Mark Eastty (PCSO): Mark Eastty shared that PCSO is actively participating in ELEE operations. He 
attended the Florida Impaired Driving Coalition, where he discussed that the aging Intoxilyzer 8000, an 
evidentiary breath alcohol test instrument, is no longer in production. Concerns were raised about its 
validity, and he mentioned an FDLE ATP class focused on transitioning to the Intoxilyzer 9000, with 530 
units statewide and a grant covering 520 of them. Mark also highlighted changes to Trenton’s Law, 
effective October 1st, which increases penalties for DUI and BUI manslaughter offenses when the offender 
has prior convictions—raising the maximum sentence from 15 to 30 years. Officers are now required to 
read a written statement verbatim under this law. From the August 30th DUI Wolfpack, PCSO reported: 22 
DUI arrests, two warrants, two driving under suspended license, six other misdemeanors, 37 total charges, 
339 citations, including 135 moving violations.  

Blaine Loring (PCSO): PCSO is conducting approximately two ELEE details per day.  

Mark Eastty (PCSO): They are looking for a new LEL D7 Liaison. Jim Reiser went back to TPD. Tim 
Roberts is helping in the meantime, while they find a new opening.  
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Engineering and Bike/Pedestrian 

John Rieman (Pinellas County): John Rieman reported on a direct patrol and ride-along in the Ulmerton 
Road area, focusing on pedestrian and cyclist safety. The team distributed 30 safety devices—including 
helmets and behavior-correcting tools—to 30 individuals. They also reviewed the underpass trail currently 
under construction. Notably, some residents in the area are living in hotels. 

Richard Hartman (City of Clearwater): Richard shared details about the Active Transportation Plan survey, 
which is open for public feedback from September 6th to October 3rd. 

Mark Eastty (PCSO): Discussion followed on the SR 580 study from downtown Dunedin to Tampa Road.  

Emmeth Duran (JMT): Emmeth shared the Stop it Like It’s Hot PSA.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uofRA5yKkZ0 

Brentin Mosher (CUTR): On August 22nd, there was a detail on four bridges through the ELEE program, 
including the Bayside Bridge, the Howard Franklin Bridge, and the Gandy Bridge. The details ran from 
3:00pm to midnight. It was a multi-jurisdictional enforcement operation, resulting in 160 speed citations, 
four DUI’s, six reckless driving, one racing, ten no license, two drugs, 11 arrests, one stolen vehicle, 107 
warnings, and 234 citations/arrests. 

Mark Eastty (PCSO): Discussion followed on the super-speeder law. The radar is calibrated every six 
months. The standard deviation is one to two miles per hour. Law enforcement has to do a visual speed 
estimate with an audio doppler tone.  

Brentin Mosher (CUTR): They are tracking super-speeder violations through ELEE. There have been five 
violations in Pinellas.  

Mark Eastty (PCSO): There will be updates to the Courtney Cambell, with a PD&E study. They are looking 
to possibly adding more lanes.  

Lori Palaio (JMT): Lori discussed key updates from the Florida Motorcycle Safety Coalition Meeting Report 
from August. For crash trends, motorcycle fatalities declined in 2024, but scooter-style crashes and low 
helmet use remain concerns. For media and messaging, discussions focused on improving motorist 
awareness, promoting conspicuity, and encouraging voluntary helmet use. Over 16,000 safety items were 
distributed statewide, with Naples and Gainesville leading in volume. 

Education 

Autumn Westermann (Pinellas County Schools): Autumn discussed issues with vehicles passing stopped 
school busses.   

Blaine Loring (PCSO): Blaine Loring (PCSO) raised concerns about traffic flow and pedestrian safety on 
Texas Avenue, specifically at the half-circle near Dunedin High School. During morning and afternoon 
hours, the road functions as a one-way, but chevron signs in the area appear to misdirect drivers, 
encouraging travel in the wrong direction. 

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DuofRA5yKkZ0&data=05%7C02%7Clpalaio%40jmt.com%7Ca820aa20a4664464c29508ddebc01a41%7Ceb5bb4f9ca67467a85b542d23ee13edb%7C1%7C0%7C638925932543404164%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qoUNapCxoGosydsbJIs7gB5N3YX7PwpQ6pHHRoYuCas%3D&reserved=0
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Additionally, it seems the school is encouraging students to cross at this location, despite the absence of a 
sidewalk, posing a safety risk. To mitigate these issues, Blaine Loring proposed installing an enforceable 
“No Parking or Standing” sign to prevent congestion and improve safety. A broader discussion followed on 
how best to address these concerns. This will be added to the problem location sheet.  

Emmeth Duran (FDOT): Emmeth Duran discussed the launch of the first-ever Tampa Bay Community 
Safety Academy (TBCSA), aimed at educating the general public, not just engineers or planners, on 
transportation and highway safety. The academy will cover topics such as transportation safety challenges, 
trends, safe mobility for all road users, the Target Zero initiative, and the Safe System Approach. 
Participants will also learn about safety countermeasures like rumble strips and traffic control devices, 
including their uses and trade-offs. The program is designed to empower attendees to become safety 
advocates, working alongside education and law enforcement to promote change. The academy will 
consist of six one-hour modules, held weekly from 6:00 to 7:00 pm, beginning October 1st. Emmeth 
encouraged CTST members to help promote and participate in the initiative. Discussion followed. Emmeth 
discussed that Pinellas County started an IDEA committee, similar to the Hillsborough County IDEA 
committee, on impaired driving safety. They meet once a month at Pinellas Operations. Emmeth also 
mentioned an RSA training on September 16th and September 17th.  

Mark Eastty (PCSO): Golf like MADD is on October 13th.  

III. Old Business   

Problem Locations 

1. Passing School Busses: No update.  
2. Signal @ Starkey Road north at Willow Road: Joan Rice stated that they are waiting on a 

permit.   

HSIP and SRTS Projects 

Mahshid Arasteh (American Quality Consultants): Mahshid stated that she received applications from 
Pinellas County, including LED stop signs, trail crossing treatments on Keystone Road, etc. She discussed 
that approved products list and to be specific on the product type. Discussion followed. 

Emmeth Duran (FDOT): Emmeth encouraged CTST to share safety stories with the CTST group so that 
they can be included in the FDOT safety newsletter.  

High Crash Intersections and Fatal Map  

Mark Eastty (PCSO): Mark Eastty transitioned to the fatal crash map update, reporting 50 crashes resulting 
in 54 fatalities as of August 29th—an improvement compared to 69 crashes and, 72 fatalities at the same 
time last year. He expressed hope that the total will remain under 100 for the full year.  
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IV. New Business 

Emmeth Duran (FDOT): Emmeth Duran reported a citizen complaint about vehicles making illegal U-turns 
between two signals on 4th Street, specifically between 4th Avenue and 5th Avenue, just north of the I-275 
on-ramp. In response, FDOT plans to install “No U-Turn” signs in the coming weeks to deter the behavior. 
The issue will be revisited at the next CTST meeting to assess whether the signage resolves the problem 
and to determine if it should be added to the problem locations sheet for future tracking. 
 
 
Upcoming Meeting: October 2, 2025 – Virtual Meeting, 10:00am 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:59am 
 
Attendees: Mahshid Arasteh (American Quality Consultants), Matthew Belmonte (Gresham Smith), Darby 
Bryant (Pinellas County Public Works), Renee Cooper (City of Safety Harbor PW), Emmeth Duran (FDOT), 
Mark Eastty (PCSO), Kathy Gademer (City of Dunedin), Todd Greene (PCSO), Richard Hartman (City of 
Clearwater), Jim Hartwell (Element Engineering Group), Christopher Keeler (Largo PD), David Knoph 
(Pinellas TMC), Ryan Lenahan (SPPD), Blaine Loring (PCSO), Brentin Mosher (CUTR), Joan Rice 
(Pinellas County), John Rieman (Pinellas County), Autumn Westermann (Pinellas County Schools) 
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Item Date 
Reported Description Staff  Last 

Update 
Date Resolved/ 
Withdrawn Comments 

1 11/4/21 Passing School Buses Deputy Miller, 
Joe Camera 

3/6/25  The buses are not activating the red lights which activates the stop 
bars, only the yellow lights are on. People are passing with the 
yellow lights on. The deputies can’t stop people unless the red lights 
are on, and the stop bars are out. He asked that the bus drivers be 
re-educated about this to help the situation. Everyone forgets and 
more education and enforcement is needed. They must identify their 
high problem areas, such as Gandy, 4th Street, 114th Avenue, etc. 
The City of St. Pete suggested a billboard campaign. The new 
school buses have lights that are a lot brighter, than previous buses. 
Deputy Loring and other agencies are working on passing school 
bus enforcement. Joe reached out to Sgt. Caseber, of Largo PD for 
assistance. Joe stated when parents have their kids getting on the 
bus in the morning near Belcher Rd and Lancaster Dr, the students 
jump in the middle of the median. Mark Eastty will make sure there is 
directed patrol in the areas Joe mentioned. Tampa Road was 
discussed. Deputy Loring will be taking care of the issues at US 19 
and Highland Acres. This area backs up traffic for six to eight miles. 
Joe spoke to the driver, and she is going to try to open the yellow a 
little bit further back to give them more warning. Deputy Loring 
created a directive patrol for that as well and he is trying to include 
some of the patrol deputies and make them aware of it and enforce it 
when Deputy Loring is unavailable. School buses will take a break 
soon once school ends. Vehicles are not paying attention to bus stop 
arms.  Daniel Negersmith stated that on Belcher Road by Oak Grove 
Drive, vehicles are constantly running past the bus stop arms. It is a 
40mph zone. There is a transfer where buses pick up other students 
from other schools at that school, so many buses are coming and 
going. Daniel Negersmith if there is any way they can make that a 
school zone to slow down people during those times. John Rieman 
will investigate this location. Discussion followed. Autumn will reach 
out to her drivers to ensure they are doing what they need to do. 
Mark will follow up on information on speed cameras in school 
zones.  Autumn Westermann from Pinellas County Schools has a 
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Item Date 
Reported Description Staff  Last 

Update 
Date Resolved/ 
Withdrawn Comments 

complaint at Oak Grove Middle School. Mark Eastty will get extra 
enforcement out there. Mark Eastty will look into Oak Grove Middle 
School. School starts on August 11th. Mark stated that all agencies 
will be increasing enforcement around school zones and buses 
during the back-to-school period. No update. 
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2 7/8/22 Signal @ Starkey Road north 
at Willow Avenue  
 

 
https://goo.gl/maps/mP4aTRe
BBao4HLwn6  

Joe Camera, 
PCSB 

8/7/25  At the intersection of Ulmerton Road and Starkey Road, a lot of 
people congregate. There are two left turn lanes, a right turn lane, 
and a forward lane. The townhomes are further north on Starkey 
Road on the east side. A lot of Southern Oaks Elementary School 
students are in the townhomes. People are not paying attention, and 
the kids want to go to Wawa or Walmart and cut across Starkey 
Road. He is worried that in the morning and afternoon, the kids are 
not being protected and aimlessly going across the roads. Drivers 
are speeding and not paying attention. Kids cannot evaluate the 
speed of a vehicle to cross the road. Putting lights further north may 
possibly fix issue. A lot of people are congregating there. The school 
nearby is Southern Oaks Elementary School. Kids come out from the 
apartment complexes. They will continue checking up on it 
throughout the school year. They will be putting a traffic light up at 
Willow. They will be putting a traffic light up at Willow Avenue and is 
currently going through design. This will stay on problem location 
sheet until traffic light is put up. There will be a signal at Willow. It is 
currently in the design phase. Joan Rice asked if Melissa could get 
rid of the RRFB comment on the problem locations sheet. It will not 
be an RRFB, it will be a full signal at Willow Avenue. The signal is in 
the design phase right now. There is a study for the traffic signal. 
This is for a signal at Starkey Road, north of Willow Avenue.  Waiting 
on the new signal to be installed. Joan Rice, of Pinellas County, 
mentioned this is almost finished. The sidewalk is almost complete 
and then the signal will be installed after. The State is working with 
the County to offset the cost of lights and fixtures.   This project is 
still in design. Joan Rice will find out more information. 
A traffic light will be put in at Starkey Road and Willow Road. It is 
currently in design now. The mast arm delivery is expected next 
month, and in the meantime, concrete work is complete, cabinets 
and pedestrian infrastructure are being installed, and Duke Energy is 
awaiting permit approval to begin work on lighting. Joan Rice stated 
that they are waiting on a permit.   

https://goo.gl/maps/mP4aTReBBao4HLwn6
https://goo.gl/maps/mP4aTReBBao4HLwn6
https://goo.gl/maps/mP4aTReBBao4HLwn6
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3 9/4/25 Texas Avenue at Dunedin 
High School 

 
https://maps.app.goo.gl/yYBS
sKJxj1dXWEKZ9 
 

 

Blaine Loring, 
PCSO 

9/4/25  Blaine Loring (PCSO) raised concerns about traffic flow and 
pedestrian safety on Texas Avenue, specifically at the half-circle 
near Dunedin High School. During morning and afternoon 
hours, the road functions as a one-way, but chevron signs in 
the area appear to misdirect drivers, encouraging travel in the 
wrong direction. Additionally, it seems the school is 
encouraging students to cross at this location, despite the 
absence of a sidewalk, posing a safety risk. To mitigate these 
issues, Blaine Loring proposed installing an enforceable “No 
Parking or Standing” sign to prevent congestion and improve 
safety. A broader discussion followed on how best to address 
these concerns. 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/yYBSsKJxj1dXWEKZ9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/yYBSsKJxj1dXWEKZ9
https://www.google.com/maps/@28.0267796,-82.7692923,289m/data=!3m1!1e3?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDgzMC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
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